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relevant are omitted altogether. Concerning the behaviour
of clerks we have not found any references to the fact that
they are forbidden to hunt, serve in local military corps,
take part in duels, or in the practice of medicine when
burning and cutting is necessary; or be present at or pro-
nounce benediction on ordeal by fire, water, or sword. The
latter is rather remarkable because the Lateran Council of
1215 is popularly supposed to have killed the ordeal by
this clause, but its absence from the episcopal constitutions
seems to imply that the custom was already dying in Eng-
land. Matthew Paris in 1250 mentions the abolition of
the ordeal as one of the remarkable events in the last half-
century.1 Although there are many clauses concerning the
incontinence of clerks, that part of Decree XIV in which
clerks, who are suspended for incontinence and yet ad-
minister the Sacraments, are forever deposed seems to have
been omitted. In spite of the many clauses concerning
tithes and Jews the decree concerning the withholding of
tithes or any other ecclesiastical perquisites by Jews is not
repeated nor that ordering baptized Jews to abandon their
ancient rites. Most other omissions have already been
mentioned.
This study of the decrees in the bishops* constitutions is
necessarily spasmodic and confused because that is the im-
pression given by the constitutions themselves. M. Richard
le Poore alone stands out as making any sustained and
organized attempt to republish the decrees of the Council.
The rest of the constitutions are curiously unsystematic.
Very few of the sets show any marked individuality, those
of M. Alexander Stavensby being perhaps an exception.
The c Synodal Constitutions9 obviously concentrated on
the Lateran Decrees; those of Scotland, M. Roger Niger,
M. Walter Cantilupe, and Peter des Roches, are more
thorough and detailed than the rest, and the constitutions
of Grosseteste if unpretentious are careful. But the con-
stitutions as a whole, particularly in the later part of the
reign, give a casual impression. The selection of decrees
of die Lateran Council for republication is very haphazard
and in most cases seems quite accidental. The fact that
1 Chrvn* Maf. v. 192.